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NOTE FROM THE ARCHIVIST! 

Welcome to our inaugural issue of Beyond the Clock Tower! Our goal 
with this newsletter is to provide you with a quarterly glimpse into 
who we are and what we do here at the Greene County Archives.  

As the repository housing local government records for Greene 
County, we are responsible for preserving and making these records 
accessible. Among the records that we house are those that most af-
fect our lives, including early birth and death registers; marriage, 
wills, estates, land and tax records; commissionersô journals; and 
criminal and civil legal records. These documents all record some 
aspect of Greene County history. Every year we get hundreds of re-
search requests at the Archives, through email/mail and in person, 
from people who are trying to piece together their little bit of Greene 
County history. Our patrons range from genealogists who are trying 
to determine who their great-grandparents were and where they 
lived to representatives from the National Park Service researching 
historical properties such as the Charles Young House. The county 
records that we preserve document the legal rights of the people, 
provide for government accountability, 
tell the story of our community and pro-
vide all Greene County residents with a 
common sense of identity.   

In each issue, we hope to share some of 
these stories along with tips on how to 
preserve your own family history rec-
ords. We hope that youôll join us as we 
share pieces of local history that have 
been tucked away for generations! 

Until next time, 

Robin Heise 

Greene County Records Manager &  

Archivist  
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Since February is Black History Month, it seems appropriate that my 
favorite records housed at the Archives are Emancipation and Free-
dom papers. We are very fortunate in Greene County to have both of 
these records in our collection and I believe these are truly our most 
historically valuable records. 

In 1804, the Ohio General Assembly enacted the Ohio Black codes to 
govern black and mulatto people residing in the state. According to 
these Codes, free blacks and mulattos were required to register their 
names with the local court. This registration process required provid-
ing emancipation papers or witnesses in order to corroborate a per-
sonôs ñfreeò status and a guaranteed surety of five hundred dollars for 
the African Americanôs good behavior. 

Many of these manumission records include the personsô names, de-
tailed physical descriptions, where they originally lived, and the 
names of their former owners. Most often, manumission records and 
freedom papers were the first records to document these individuals 
journey from property to personhood. By 1849, most of Ohioôs Black 
Codes had been repealed and African Americans were no longer re-
quired to post bond or register freedom papers.  

The manumission and freedom records that we have in Greene Coun-
ty can be found among Common Pleas Court records and Recorderôs 
Deed records, but these records could have been recorded anywhere. 
There was not any consistency between counties and you never really 
know where these records might pop up. 

These manumission and freedom papers document the lives of men, 
women, and children who were either born free or were set free from 
the bondages of slavery in the south and made their way to Greene 
County, Ohio to start their new lives. These records and the people 
that they document are an important piece of Greene Countyôs histo-
ry. 
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